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whether or not troops in harm’s way will get
superb medical care. And the answer is: Ab-
solutely; they get fantastic medical care.

Sometimes there’s bureaucratic snafus that
we're straightening out. But our citizens
should never question whether or not the
nurses and docs and caregivers are giving it
their all in a professional way. They're saving
lives, and theyre healing hearts at the same
time. And so it'’s a wonder what takes place
here, Admiral. And I want to thank you and
the Colonel for taking the lead. And you
know, I'm—I know Americans join me in
praising our troops and honoring their fami-
lies.

Merry Christmas to you.

Rear Adm. Jeffries. Thank you, sir. It’s
an honor to serve them and you.

The President. Yes, sir. Thank you all.
Thank you.

NoTE: The President spoke at 2:14 p.m. Partici-
pating in the visit were Rear Adm. Richard R.
Jeffries, USN, commander, and Col. Leon E.
Moores, USA, deputy commander for integration,
National Naval Medical Center.

Message on the Observance of Eid

al-Adha
December 19, 2007

I send holiday greetings to all Muslims
celebrating Eid al-Adha.

During Eid al-Adha, Muslims around the
world reflect on Abraham’s unwavering faith
and his trust in God when asked to sacrifice
his son. These four days are a time for Mus-
lims to honor Abraham’s obedience by cele-
brating with family and friends and showing
gratitude for the many blessings bestowed by
God. This holiday also helps ensure the im-
portant values of compassion and devotion
are passed on to future generations.

America is a land of many beliefs, and our
society is enriched by our Muslim citizens.
The kindness, generosity, and goodwill dis-
played by American Muslims during this spe-
cial occasion and throughout the year have
contributed to the strength and vitality of our
Nation. May all those observing Eid al-Adha
find love and warmth during this joyous holi-

day.
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Laura and I send our best wishes for a
memorable celebration.

George W. Bush

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this message.

Proclamation 8212—National
Mentoring Month, 2008

December 19, 2007

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Millions of Americans lend their time, tal-
ent, and energy to become mentors and
make a difference in children’s lives. During
National Mentoring Month, we honor these
caring individuals for their dedication to
changing our country one heart and soul at
a time.

By sharing their knowledge and experi-
ences, mentors serve as examples for young
people and help teach them the skills they
need to succeed in life. They also provide
stability, instill important values, and build
confidence in those they assist. Mentors are
soldiers in the armies of compassion, and
they encourage children to set goals and
achieve their dreams.

My Administration is committed to help-
ing our Nation’s children realize their full po-
tential by expanding opportunities for Ameri-
cans to mentor. To raise awareness of the
challenges facing our youth and encourage
adults to connect with young people through
family, school, and community, First Lady
Laura Bush is leading the Helping America’s
Youth initiative. Through the USA Freedom
Corps, we are connecting individuals with
volunteer opportunities, including mentors
who work with young people in schools and
community organizations. By encouraging
Americans to mentor, we are doing our part
to see that more of America’s children grow
into strong, confident, and successful adults.

I appreciate all those who reach out to
young people and inspire future generations
to pass on this rich tradition that makes our
country strong. I urge all Americans to get
involved in mentoring programs and to visit



